[Virulence factor expression regulation in Listeria monocytogenes].
The external and internal factors affecting the expression of L. monocytogenes virulence genes are analyzed. The role of protein PrfA, the only known factor directly affecting the transcription of virulence genes, as well as the contribution of other regulatory elements modulating the activity and/or intracellular concentration of PrfA are discussed. The environmental factors which influence the level of expression, such as temperature and the presence of metabolized carbohydrates in the cultivation medium, are analyzed. In addition, the possibility of autoregulating processes (the accumulation of L. monocytogenes-secreted autorepressor in the medium) is discussed and the possible mechanism of their action is suggested.